
Anonymous parent 1 
 
I am emailing you today to voice my concerns over the Government ‘s decision to 
remove a legal requirement for settings to implement the 1140 hours from August 
2020. 
  
I completely understand that due to the recent pandemic certain establishments 
have not yet been able to prepare fully for this and do not have the physical building 
space for all the children who applied to their setting. 
 
My main concern is the inequality across the local authority in which I live, My 
concern is between the funding that has been allocated to their own local authority 
nurseries versus what has been allocated to their partnership a voluntary and 
independent nursery. 
 
My daughter is due to continue her early education at an independent nursery where 
I am delighted with the care and education that she has received there so far. The 
local council however have chosen to only grant this setting 12 hours funding per 
week per child. This is not to do with COVID restrictions nor is it to do with physical 
building space. If I wanted the hours I could choose to pay for them in this setting 
and many other private providers in the council area have the capacity. Local 
authority settings in the local primary school early years centres have been funded 
more than 20 hours per child per week mainly on the basis that they are the local 
authority nurseries. I find this discrimination really difficult and unsettling to 
understand, why has my child been discriminated against because I chose to 
continue her care at a setting where she is comfortable? 
 
Surely the local council should be encouraged to support the PVI sector given the 
amount of infrastructure that private local businesses have had to put in to be 
prepared for this development in August. It really seems to be a complete postcode 
lottery and the council have favoured their own nurseries over those in the private 
sector. Surely local authorities should be encouraged to look at how many hours 
they are able to fund from what they have left of the money already given to them by 
the Scottish government and split it equally amongst the settings that have the 
capacity. 
 
I am now going to have to tell my employer that I will be unable to return to work full 
time as otherwise I would have to rely on vulnerable parents to look after my child 
which I am unwilling to do given the pandemic. 
 
I would hope that the government sees that by putting investment into childcare this 
would help to kickstart the economy again as more families will be able to return to 
work. As it stands I will be unable to contribute again to the economy until the 1140 
hours is reinstated. 
 


